CV Adriana Cardenas
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EDUCATION
Ph.D., Curriculum and Instruction
Concentration: Bilingual Early Childhood Education
New Mexico State University, 2026
Dissertation: Stories of the Borderland: A Critical Narrative and Arts-Based Study with Heritage Spanish-Speaking Educators
M.A. Curriculum and Instruction, Concentration: Language, Literacy, and Culture.                           New Mexico State University, May 2020 

B.S. Education—Bilingual Education, New Mexico State University, May 2009

Licensure
Level Two, Professional K–8 Elementary
Licensure Number 332987
New Mexico Public Education Department and New Mexico State University

New Mexico Endorsements
TESOL Endorsement May 2009
Bilingual Education Endorsement May 2009
Reading Education Endorsement May 2020 

Texas
Core Subjects EC-6 
Bilingual Education Certificate

HIGHER EDUCATION EXPERIENCE
Summer 2026–Present, College-Track Assistant Professor of Early Childhood Education
New Mexico State University
June 2024–Present, Coordinator/Advisor for Early Childhood Education Master’s Programs
New Mexico State University
June 2024–Summer 2026, Visiting Assistant Professor of Early Childhood Education
New Mexico State University
January 2022– June 2024, Teacher Pipeline Initiative Grant Manager 
New Mexico State University

K-12 PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
2019–2022, Dual Language Teacher 
Canutillo Elementary School, Canutillo Public Schools
2009–2019, Dual Language Teacher 
Columbia Elementary, Las Cruces Public Schools

PUBLICATIONS

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles

Cárdenas, A. (accepted). Las joyas de mi padre: Welding my father’s conocimiento. Storytelling, Self, Society: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Storytelling Studies, 20(1–2). Special issue: Testimonio Exemplars in Academia: The Theory, the Method, the Pedagogy and the Call for Epistemic Justice.
Thomas, R. K., Cárdenas, A., Arguilez, L., Alderete, V., Holloway, V., Walls, A., & Grays, O. (accepted). Curricularizing creosote: CBPAR to develop environmentally sustaining curriculum for zero- to three-year-olds. Journal of Childhood Education and Society.
Thomas, R. K., Cárdenas, A., Holloway, V., Grays, O., Gonzalez, A., Wisniewski, A., Walls, A., Lucero, L., O’Brien, D., & Cichuniec, C. (accepted). Trust, play, and place: How early childhood education values shape collaborative research in the U.S. Southwest. Global Education Review.
Book Chapters

Thomas, R. K., Holloway, V., Belen, A., Wisniewski, A., Grays, O., Cárdenas, A., & Lucero, L. (accepted). From land to learning: Reclaiming local materials for culturally sustaining infant and toddler education. In Culturally sustaining early literacy pedagogies: Dynamic stories and practices from PK–6 school communities. Routledge.

Johnson, S. I., Romero, M. A., Cardenas, A., Fahrenbruck, M. L., & Wortham, A. C. (accepted). Using intentionality to move beyond arts and crafts to criticality and creativity. In Z. Tian & S. Rajentram (Eds.), Translanguaging and the arts: Expanding possibilities for language learning and teaching. Wiley-Blackwell.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

Thomas, R.K., Cardenas, A., Staton, V., & Alderete, C. (2026, November). Community-based participatory action research as social transformation. NMSU College of Health Education and Social Transformation, Las Cruces, New Mexico.
Cardenas, A. (2026, April). My Father’s Hands: Participatory Visual Methodologies and Intergenerational Knowledge-Making through Digital Testimonio. Preconference institute presentation (Art & Research SIG), American Educational Research Association (AERA) Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, CA.
Cardenas, A. (2026, April). Stories of the Borderland: A Critical Narrative and Arts-Based Study with Heritage Spanish-Speaking Educators. Roundtable presentation at the American Educational Research Association (AERA) Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, CA.
Cardenas, A. (2026, February). Reclaiming Voice, Reimagining Practice: Arts-Based Inquiry with Heritage Spanish-Speaking Educators. Presentation at the 55th Annual Conference of the National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE), Chicago, IL
Cardenas, A. (2025, October). Hands Know the Way: Art and Ancestral Passage. Presentation at the Imagining America Regional Gathering, Las Cruces, NM.
Cardenas, A. (2025, October). Cut, Paste, Resist: Zines for Reflection. Invited virtual workshop presented for the Art and Research Study Group, New Mexico State University.
Cardenas, A. (2025, June). Borderland Zines: A Personal Archaeology of Language. Workshop presented at the Translanguaging Institute, Las Cruces, NM.
Cardenas, A. (2025, April). Siembra y Cosecha: Research as Seeds for Educational Growth. Poster presented at the Association of Bilingual Education New Mexico (ABENM) 50th Anniversary Conference: Sustaining All Languages and Cultures for Generations – La Lucha Sigue, Albuquerque, NM.
Cardenas, A., & Leck, M. (2025, March). Translanguaging as advocacy: Embracing multilingual identities in education. Roundtable presentation at the 2025 Annual Meeting of the Association of Teacher Educators (ATE), New Orleans, LA.
Leck, M., & Cardenas, A. (2024, November 13–17). Translanguaging as empowerment in the new wave of time: Discovering our language identity through art [Co-presentation]. 33rd Annual Conference of the National Association for Multicultural Education (NAME), Anaheim, CA.

Cardenas, A. (2024, November 13–17). Testimonios from the Borderland: An art-based exploration of identity, language, and healing among heritage Spanish-speaking educators [Emergent scholar keynote presentation]. 33rd Annual Conference of the National Association for Multicultural Education (NAME), Anaheim, CA.

Leck, M., & Cardenas, A. (2024, June 13-14). Identity and translanguaging: Autoethnography of a Japanese American woman [Presentation]. 2024 Translanguaging Institute, Cultivating the Pedagogy of Translanguaging, Albuquerque, NM.

Cardenas, A. (2024, April 3-6). Transborder Visual Inquiries: NMSU Graduate Student Panel [Presentation]. 49th Annual New Mexico Association for Bilingual Education Conference, Albuquerque, NM.

Cardenas, A. (2024, February 28). From household to classroom: The impact of language, culture, and identity on heritage Spanish-speaking bilingual educators [Oral presentation]. Research and Creativity Week, New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, NM.

Cardenas, A., Holguin, E., & Hernández, A. (2021, November). We Are Grateful: Decolonizing Thanksgiving and Opening the Door to Critical Literacy in the Early Childhood Classroom [Co-presentation]. National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) Annual Convention held virtually.

Cardenas, A., Holguin, E., & Hernández, A. (2021, April). We Are Grateful: Decolonizing Thanksgiving and Opening the Door to Critical Literacy in the Early Childhood Classroom [Co-presentation]. National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE) Annual Conference, Houston, TX.

SCHOLARLY LEADERSHIP
Cardenas, A. (2025, April). Organizer for the graduate student poster session, Siembra y Cosecha: Research as Seeds for Educational Growth at the Association of Bilingual Education New Mexico (ABENM) 50th Anniversary Conference, Albuquerque, NM.

RESEARCH PROJECTS & COLLABORATIONS

Biliteracy Interactive Toolbox (2026)
Collaborator. Principal Investigator: Dr. Susana Ibarra-Johnson.
Collaborative teacher action research project focused on designing a Biliteracy Interactive Toolbox grounded in arts-based inquiry, multimodal pedagogies, and translanguaging practices.

Loose Parts Research Group (2025–2026)
Research Member. Principal Investigator: Dr. Rhianna Thomas.
Community-based participatory research with home-based childcare educators examining sustainable loose parts play and curriculum development.

Teachers as Designers of Wonder (2026)
Research Collaborator. Principal Investigator: Dr. Owens, Dr. Hout, Dr. Vincent
Teacher action research project exploring Reggio-inspired 3D-printed materials to support toddler exploration and inquiry-driven learning.

TEACHING 

New Mexico State University 

· ECED 3110 Research in Child Growth, Development, and Learning
· ECED 4310 Teaching & Learning K-3 Methods Field Experience
· ECED 5220 Play in the Early Childhood Curriculum
· EDUC 5170 Action Research Projects
· ECED 6110 History and Philosophy of Early Childhood Education 
· ECED 5310 Issues in Early Childhood Education
· ECED 5110 Working with Young Children with Special Needs, Ages 3-8
· ECED  5520 Literacy Development in Early Childhood
· ECED 1110 Child Growth, Development, and Learning 

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS MEMBERSHIPS 
· American Educational Research Association (AERA)   2024- Present
· National Association of Bilingual Educators (NABE) 	2020- Present
· New Mexico Association of Bilingual Educators (NMABE) 2020- Present
· Association of Teachers Educators (ATE) 2023-Present
· National Association of Multicultural Educators (NAME) 2023-Present
LANGUAGES
Spanish
English 
HONORS AND AWARDS

· Distinguished Graduate Student Award, New Mexico State University, 2026

· Emergent Scholar Award, National Association of Multicultural Educators (NAME), 2024

· Doctoral Student Award, Dr. Roberto Gallegos Fellows and Friends Endowed Fund, 2024

· Kingston Leadership Award, Glass Family Research Institute for Early Childhood Studies, 2024

· HFSC Leadership & Academic Excellence Stole Recipient, Spring 2020
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